European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
Recommendations concerning 
Assyrian in Armenia
Every three years, the Council of Europe’s independent Committee of Experts monitors the application of the Charter in a state. It summarises its observations in an evaluation report which also contains several specific recommendations. 
In the Committee of Experts’ practice, such recommendations “encourage” the state to take concrete measures to improve the political, legal or practical situation of a minority language in a particular field. If the state does not implement a recommendation, the Committee of Experts often repeats it in the following evaluation report(s). Repeated recommendations are formulated more firmly and usually “urge” (first repetition) or “strongly urge” (second repetition) the state to take the requested measure.
Recommendations which the Committee of Experts considers particularly important and urgent appear in a box. 

On the basis of the evaluation report and the Committee of Experts’ recommendations, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (Ministers of Foreign Affairs) may address some general recommendations to the state which are appended to the evaluation report.
The original texts are available at the official website of the Charter at www.coe.int/minlang.
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1st monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2006)2]
Article 7.i

37.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the authorities to elaborate on this in their next periodical report.

Article 8

The Committee of Experts urges the authorities to ensure that the execution of the “optimisation” programme does not jeopardise regional or minority language education.
Article 8.1.a.iv

51.  […] the Committee of Experts is not in a position to conclude. It asks for more information with regard to these languages, and to measures taken in order to favour and/or encourage pre-school education in them.
Article 8.1.b.iv

The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to increase their efforts to provide a sufficient number of  teachers and update teaching materials for primary education in Assyrian, Yezidi and Kurdish.

Article 8.1.c.iv

66.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the authorities to clarify the situation for upper secondary education in relation to all languages.
The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to increase their efforts to provide a sufficient number of  teachers and update teaching materials for secondary education in Assyrian, Yezidi and Kurdish.

Article 8.1.d.iv

The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to take measures to ensure that an offer of teaching in or of minority languages is included in technical and vocational education.

Article 8.1.e.iii

71.  The Committee of Experts has been informed that facilities for the study of old Assyrian exist, but that at the moment there are no facilities for the study of modern Assyrian. According to the initial periodical report several universities can organise on demand special courses of modern Assyrian. However, the Committee of Experts has not been informed of any measures taken by the authorities to encourage such courses, or the study of modern Assyrian. The Committee of Experts would welcome information regarding such measures in the next periodical report.

76.  […] the Committee of Experts is unable to conclude and encourages the authorities to provide more information in their next periodical report.
Article 8.1.f.iii

77. […] the Committee of Experts is unable to conclude and encourages the authorities to provide information in their next periodical report.
Article 9.1.a.ii

82.  Based on the information received the Committee of Experts is not in a position to conclude on this undertaking and encourages the authorities to clarify if there is also a legal right for an accused person who masters Armenian to use his/her own regional or minority language at his/her preference. The Committee of Experts also encourages the authorities to provide information regarding measures taken to inform the courts and the public of this right, and of any measures taken to implement this undertaking.
Article 9.1.b.ii

93.  Based on the information received the Committee of Experts is not in a position to conclude on this undertaking and encourages the authorities to clarify if there is also a legal right for a litigant who masters Armenian to use his/her own regional or minority language at his/her preference. The Committee of Experts also encourages the authorities to provide information regarding measures taken to inform the courts and the public of this right, and of any other measures taken to implement this undertaking.
Article 9.1.c.ii/iii

95.  The Committee of Experts refers to its comments regarding criminal and civil procedure and considers those to be relevant also regarding courts when dealing with administrative matters.  The Committee of Experts is aware of the fact that the draft law on Foundations of administration and administrative procedure, mentioned in the initial periodical report, has been adopted and is now in force.  As this law has obvious relevance to this undertaking, the Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to provide information regarding its implementation in their next periodical report.
Article 9.1.d

96.  With reference to the law on Foundations of administration and administrative procedure, mentioned above, the Committee of Experts also encourages the authorities to provide information on its impact on this undertaking.
Article 10.1.b

The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to ensure the translation into regional or minority languages of widely used administrative texts and forms.

Article 10.4.c

117.  The Committee of Experts has not received sufficient information on the implementation of this undertaking.  The Committee of Experts is therefore not in a position to conclude on this undertaking and encourages the authorities to provide more information in their next periodical report.
Article 11.a.iii

125.  The Committee of Experts is therefore not in a position to conclude on this undertaking and asks the authorities to clarify this issue in their next periodical report.
Article 11.b.ii

The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to develop schemes which will facilitate the broadcasting of radio programmes in Assyrian, Yezidi, Greek and Kurdish.
Article 11.c.ii

The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to develop schemes which will facilitate the broadcasting of television programmes in Assyrian, Yezidi, Greek and Kurdish.

Article 11.3

137.  The information received by the Committee of Experts is not sufficient for it to conclude on the undertaking and it therefore invites the authorities to provide additional information in their next report.
Article 12.1.d

142.  […] The Committee of Experts is therefore not in a position to conclude on this undertaking and encourages the authorities to provide more information in their next periodical report.
Article 12.1.f

143.  The Committee of Experts has not received sufficient information regarding this undertaking and is therefore unable to conclude.  It encourages the authorities to provide more information in their next periodical report.
Article 12.2

144.  The Committee of Experts has not received sufficient information to conclude on this undertaking and is looking forward to receiving information from the authorities in their next periodical report.
Article 12.3

145.  […] [T]he Committee of Experts has not received sufficient information to conclude on this undertaking and is looking forward to receiving information from the authorities in their next periodical report.
Article 13.1.c

148.  […] the Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to provide more specific information in their next periodical report, especially regarding how the authorities of the Republic of Armenia counteract practices aimed at preventing minority language use in economic and social activities.
Article 13.1.d

151.  The Committee of Experts is therefore not in a position to conclude on this undertaking and encourages the authorities to provide more information on the implementation of this undertaking in their next periodical report.
Article 13.2.b

153.  The Committee of Experts is therefore not in a position to conclude on this undertaking and encourages the authorities to provide additional information in their next periodical report.
Article 13.2.c

154.  The initial periodical report states that the legislation guarantees that institutions of state maintenance (hospitals, nursing homes and hostels) receive and care for people from national minorities. It is unclear to the Committee of Experts whether this guarantee also includes the use of regional or minority languages.  The Committee of Experts asks for clarification on this issue in the next periodical report.
Article 14.a

158.  […] the Committee of Experts is not in a position to conclude and would welcome more information in the next periodical report.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2006)2]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the authorities of Armenia take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:
1. improve the offer of Assyrian, Yezidi and Kurdish language education at all levels, in particular by ensuring adequate teacher training and up-dating teaching materials;
2. improve the legal basis ensuring the use of regional or minority languages before courts;
3. take measures to improve the presence of Assyrian and Greek on radio, and of Assyrian, Greek, Yezidi and Kurdish on television;
