European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
Recommendations concerning 
Basque in Spain
Every three years, the Council of Europe’s independent Committee of Experts monitors the application of the Charter in a state. It summarises its observations in an evaluation report which also contains several specific recommendations. 
In the Committee of Experts’ practice, such recommendations “encourage” the state to take concrete measures to improve the political, legal or practical situation of a minority language in a particular field. If the state does not implement a recommendation, the Committee of Experts often repeats it in the following evaluation report(s). Repeated recommendations are formulated more firmly and usually “urge” (first repetition) or “strongly urge” (second repetition) the state to take the requested measure.
Recommendations which the Committee of Experts considers particularly important and urgent appear in a box. 

On the basis of the evaluation report and the Committee of Experts’ recommendations, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (Ministers of Foreign Affairs) may address some general recommendations to the state which are appended to the evaluation report.
The original texts are available at the official website of the Charter at www.coe.int/minlang.
***
2nd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2008)5]
Article 7.1.c

108.  […] the Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving information in the next periodical report about how these developments have supported the Basque language in practice.
Article 7.1.e

148.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the relevant bodies and authorities to establish a forum for dialogue and co-operation with representatives of all the regional or minority languages.
152.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving information on the content of this agreement [co-operation in the fields where the language plays a significant role] and how it operates in practice in the next periodical report.
Article 7.3

196.  […] The Committee of Experts would welcome information in the next periodical report on the way this [Organic Law 2/2006 of 3 May 2006 on Education] is implemented in particular in regions where regional or minority languages do not have co-official status.
197.  […] The Committee of Experts urges the authorities to take further action in this particular field [media].
The Committee of Experts also urges the Spanish authorities to take measures regarding in particular national written or broadcast media to reflect on the plurilingual nature or the State and to include respect, understanding and tolerance for those languages of Spain.
Article 7.4

202.  […] The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving more information in the next round on how this Language Council [Council of Official Languages in the General State Administration] operates, in particular as a link between the speakers and the authorities.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2008)5]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the authorities of Spain take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

1.  take the necessary legal and practical measures to ensure that an adequate proportion of the judicial staff posted in the autonomous communities concerned by the application of Article 9 of the Charter have a working knowledge of the relevant languages; 

2.  review the recruitment, career and training schemes for the staff of the State administration offices with a view to ensuring that an adequate proportion of the staff posted in the autonomous communities have a working knowledge of the relevant languages; 

3.  ensure the presence of all regional or minority languages in state owned public services;
1st monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2005)4]
63.  […] The Spanish authorities are encouraged to take account of these remarks [the initial periodical report is of a formal nature; overall comments referring to various undertakings at the same time instead of specifically commenting on the fulfilment of each individual undertaking] in the preparation of their next periodical report and in their further contribution to the next monitoring round.
72.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Spanish authorities to provide more detailed information regarding the characteristics of the presence of Basque in the “mixed zone” (places concerned, degree of concentration of the speakers, proportion of the latter compared to the population of the places concerned), and to reflect on whether there may be a need for an appropriate level of Part III protection within the mixed zone, all the more so as a number of important measures, in particular in the field of education (see para. 142 below), corresponding to some typical Part III undertakings, are already in place. […]

Article 7.1.d

120.  The Spanish authorities are encouraged to clarify, in the next periodical report, the measures taken in this field with specific regard to the “mixed zone”.
Article 7.1.e

The Committee of Experts encourages all the competent authorities to seek ways to foster closer co-operation between the Basque Country and Navarra in the fields covered by the Charter.
Article 7.1.g
161.  […] the Committee of Experts would welcome more information, in the next periodical report, on whether any support is provided by the public authorities to the private institutions mentioned above and on the approximate proportion of adult non-speakers who are taught Basque in either the private or the public institutions.
Article 7.1.i

173.  […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the authorities to provide information in its next periodical report.
Article 7.4

192.  […] The Committee of Experts would however welcome, in the next periodical report, further information on how the needs and wishes of the Basque-speakers, both in Navarra and in the Basque Country, are conveyed to the central authorities, especially in the fields where the latter have retained direct competence (regarding for example the framework legislation on education, justice, or economic activities).
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2005)3]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the authorities of Spain take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:
1.  take the necessary legal and practical measures needed to ensure the implementation of the undertakings under article 9 of the Charter, in particular by ensuring that an adequate proportion of the judicial staff posted in the autonomous communities concerned by the application of Article 9 of the Charter has a working knowledge of the relevant languages;

2.  review the recruitment, career and training schemes for the staff of the State administration offices with a view to ensuring that an adequate proportion of the staff in this field posted in the autonomous communities concerned by the application of Article 10 of the Charter has a working knowledge of the relevant languages;

4.  adopt a structured approach, with a view to strengthening the use of Basque in the private electronic media in the Basque Country and in broadcasting in general in Navarra;

5.  consider the possibility of applying an appropriate form of Part III protection to the Basque language within the "mixed zone" as defined by the legislation of Navarra;
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