European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
Recommendations concerning 
Frisian in the Netherlands
Every three years, the Council of Europe’s independent Committee of Experts monitors the application of the Charter in a state. It summarises its observations in an evaluation report which also contains several specific recommendations. 
In the Committee of Experts’ practice, such recommendations “encourage” the state to take concrete measures to improve the political, legal or practical situation of a minority language in a particular field. If the state does not implement a recommendation, the Committee of Experts often repeats it in the following evaluation report(s). Repeated recommendations are formulated more firmly and usually “urge” (first repetition) or “strongly urge” (second repetition) the state to take the requested measure.
Recommendations which the Committee of Experts considers particularly important and urgent appear in a box. 

On the basis of the evaluation report and the Committee of Experts’ recommendations, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (Ministers of Foreign Affairs) may address some general recommendations to the state which are appended to the evaluation report.
The original texts are available at the official website of the Charter at www.coe.int/minlang.
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2nd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2004)8]
Article 7.3

59.  […] The Committee of Experts underlines the importance of promoting mutual understanding and tolerance between all the linguistic groups and welcomes the initiatives of the Dutch authorities in this field. The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving further information in the next periodical report.

Article 8.1.a.ii
The Committee of Experts encourages the Dutch government to make available a substantial part of pre-school education in Frisian.
Article 8.1.b.ii
The Committee of Experts urges the Dutch government to make available a substantial part of primary education in Frisian.
Article 8.1.c.iii

The Committee of Experts urges the Dutch government to improve the situation of the teaching of Frisian in secondary education.
Article 8.1.e.ii

101.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Dutch government to secure and strengthen the position of Frisian in university and higher education.

Article 8.1.f.i
106.  […] the Committee of Experts encourages the Dutch government to ensure that the two regional training centres follow the recommendation contained in the 2001 Action Plan of the Province of Fryslân and develop a linguistic policy as regards Frisian.

Article 8.1.g

109.  […] The Committee of Experts […] invites the Dutch authorities to provide the Committee of Experts with further information in their next periodical report.

Article 8.1.h

The Committee of Experts urges the Dutch authorities to take active measures to provide the necessary basic and further training for teachers of Frisian.
Article 8.1.i

123.  The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving the Education Inspectorate’s next reports on Frisian at all levels of education.

Article 9.1.a.ii/iii  /  Article 9.1.b.iii  /  Article 9.1.c.ii/iii
129.  The Committee of Experts […] suggests that the authorities consider new ways to encourage the effective use of the Frisian language, for instance by encouraging Frisian-speaking judges to work at the courts in Fryslân.
130.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Dutch authorities to continue their efforts with a view to ensuring the use of the Frisian language before courts.

Article 10.1.c

137.  […] The Committee of Experts […] looks forwards to receiving more information on the adoption by the ministries concerned of regulations on the use of Frisian.

Article 10.4.c

145.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving information in the next periodical report.

Article 11.1.a.iii
157.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Dutch authorities to provide earmarked funds to Frisian broadcasting.

Article 11.1.f.ii

163.  […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the Dutch authorities to consider earmarking special funds for audiovisual productions in Frisian.

Article 12.1.f

168.  The Committee of Experts […] invites the Dutch government to provide the Committee of Experts with further information in its next periodical report.

Article 12.3

172.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Dutch government to include the Frisian language and the culture it reflects in its cultural policy abroad.
Article 13.1.c

179.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Dutch government to continue its efforts to oppose such practices designed to discourage the use of Frisian in connection with economic or social activities.

Article 13.2.c
186.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to implement the plans aimed at ensuring the use of Frisian in social care facilities and looks forward to receiving further information on the implementation of these projects.
Article 14.b
189.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Dutch authorities to provide information on the implementation of the 2001 Covenant in respect of transfrontier exchanges in their next periodical report.

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2004)7]
The Committee of Ministers [...] [r]ecommends that the authorities of the Netherlands take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:
1.  develop an overall and coherent policy for the teaching of and in Frisian at all levels of education and adopt concrete measures for its implementation;

2.  introduce practical measures in order to enable the use of Frisian in central State administration agencies located in the province of Fryslân, as well as in public services directly under the control of the State;

1st monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2001)1]
Article 8.1.a.ii
The Committee encourages the government to make available a substantial part of pre- school education in Frisian.
Article 8.1.b.ii

The Committee invites the Government to make available a substantial part of primary education in Frisian.
Article 8.1.c.iii

The Committee encourages the government to take the necessary steps to improve the present situation of Frisian in secondary education by defining clear key objectives for Frisian and ensuring that the quality and the continuity of the educational process are improved so that these objectives can be met. This would certainly make Frisian a more attractive choice for students in upper secondary education.
Article 8.1.e.iii

The Committee encourages the Government to pursue a more active approach with respect to the provision of facilities for the study of the Frisian language as a higher education subject.
Article 8.1.f.i

The Committee encourages the Government to arrange for the provision of adult and continuing education courses in Frisian.
Article 8.1.h

The Committee encourages the Government to ensure the fulfilment of this undertaking for all the teachers required to implement the provisions of paragraphs a to g accepted by the Netherlands when ratifying the Charter.
Article 8.1.i

72.  […] The Committee [of Experts] looks forward to receiving the information based on this survey [evaluating the use of Frisian in primary education] and trusts that the Education Inspectorate will ensure the drawing up of periodical reports at all levels of education.
Article 10.1.c

The Committee encourages the authorities to implement the General Administrative Law Act (section 2 :9) by drawing up model ordinances covering the use of Frisian.
Article 10.2.g

85.  […] The Committee [of Experts] considers [t]he Government should encourage the relevant municipal authorities to introduce bilingual signs.
Article 10.5

The Committee encourages the Government to take the necessary measures to permit the use of family names in Frisian in official documents.
Article 11.1.a.iii
90.  […] the Committee [of Experts] […] points out the necessity of special funding for programmes in Frisian.
The Committee encourages the Government to take into account the special needs of broadcasting in Frisian and to consider increasing its financial support.
Article 11.1.b.ii/c.ii
The Committee encourages the Government to take further steps to promote the use of Frisian in private broadcasting.
Article 11.1.f.ii

93.  […] the Committee [of Experts] encourages the Government to take special measures in order to facilitate the practical implementation of this undertaking.
Article 12.1.e

96.  […] the Committee [of Experts] […] encourages the Government to promote measures ensuring that the bodies in question have at their disposal staff with a good working knowledge of Frisian.
Article 14.a/b

107.  […] The Committee [of Experts] encourages the Government to provide the Committee in its next periodical report with information on how it intends to further promote transfrontier exchanges.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2001)1]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the Netherlands take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

1.  take the necessary steps to ensure that a substantial part of pre-school and primary education is available in Frisian. In order to achieve the objectives fixed by the authorities in respect of Frisian, the quality and the continuity of the teaching of Frisian throughout the education process, and in particular in secondary education, should be improved. Further efforts should be made to ensure and improve the necessary basic and further teacher training;

2.  ensure the practical implementation of the existing legal provisions as regards the use of Frisian in relation to the judicial and administrative authorities;

3.  take into account the special needs of broadcasting in Frisian and consider increasing its financial support;
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