European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
Recommendations concerning 
Hungarian in Slovenia
Every three years, the Council of Europe’s independent Committee of Experts monitors the application of the Charter in a state. It summarises its observations in an evaluation report which also contains several specific recommendations. 
In the Committee of Experts’ practice, such recommendations “encourage” the state to take concrete measures to improve the political, legal or practical situation of a minority language in a particular field. If the state does not implement a recommendation, the Committee of Experts often repeats it in the following evaluation report(s). Repeated recommendations are formulated more firmly and usually “urge” (first repetition) or “strongly urge” (second repetition) the state to take the requested measure.
Recommendations which the Committee of Experts considers particularly important and urgent appear in a box. 

On the basis of the evaluation report and the Committee of Experts’ recommendations, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (Ministers of Foreign Affairs) may address some general recommendations to the state which are appended to the evaluation report.
The original texts are available at the official website of the Charter at www.coe.int/minlang.
***
2nd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2007)4]
Article 7.1.e.

42.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Ministry of Culture to pursue the organisation of such meetings and provide further information about them in the next periodical report. […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to take active measures to further implement this provision.
Article 7.3

57.  The Committee of Experts urges the Slovenian authorities to provide information on the implementation of this provision with respect to all of Slovenia’s regional or minority languages, and in particular on the following points:

· provision made in teaching materials, such as history books, used in the education system for majority language-speaking pupils throughout the country;

· how awareness of regional or minority languages is raised as a component and as an expected result of mainstream teacher training;

· measures taken to promote the majority population’s awareness on regional or minority languages in the media and to discourage practices contrary to the objectives of this provision. 

Article 7.4

59.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to comment on these changes [in the decision-making bodies of RTV Slovenija] in their next periodical report.

Article 8.1.h
81.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to address this problem [a temporary shortage of teachers] in order to find a rapid solution.
Article 8.1.i
86.  […] the Committee of Experts asks the Slovenian authorities to clarify the precise functions performed by this body [the Education Committee for National Communities] in the next periodical report. […]

Article 9.1.a.i/b.i/c.i/d

90.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to address this problem [lack of Hungarian-speaking lawyers], in co-operation with the Bar Association, which is responsible in this field, possibly by facilitating the recognition of law degrees obtained in Hungary and the procedures to obtain equivalence in Slovenia.

Article 10.1.a.i

95.  […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to take measures to promote the use of Hungarian in State administration.
Article 10.1.c

101.  The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to provide information on the practical implementation of this undertaking in the next periodical report […].

Article 10.1.a/b/d/f

103.  […] The Committee of Experts would welcome further information from the Slovenian authorities regarding the practical implementation of these undertakings.

Article 10.2.a

The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to take measures to ensure that Hungarian is used in the provision of public services.
Article 10.4.a/b/c

110.  […] The Committee of Experts would […] welcome further information about the way Slovenian legislation and practice complies with the other sub-paragraphs [a and c]. […]
Article 11.1.a.i

115.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to gradually increase the provision for Hungarian in public television broadcasting.

Article 11.3

116.  […] the Committee of Experts […] requests the Slovenian authorities to provide more information on the new RTV Slovenija Act and its concrete repercussions for Hungarian-language media.
Article 12.2

118.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages them to continue organising such events in the future.

Article 13.1.b

124.  […] The Committee of Experts therefore urges the authorities to provide this information [the implementation of this undertaking] in their next periodical report.
Article 13.1.c/d

127.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving information in the next periodical report about the practical consequences of the new Consumer Protection Act following its entry into force.
Article 13.2.a
129.  […] The Committee of Experts […] urges the Slovenian authorities to provide the requested information in their next periodical report.

Article 13.2.b

132.  The Committee of Experts […] urges the Slovenian authorities to provide the requested information in their next periodical report.

Article 13.2.d

135.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide the requested information in their next periodical report.
Article 14.b

139.  The Committee of Experts […] urges the authorities to provide information with regard to such [cross-border] co-operation and measures taken to facilitate and/or promote it.

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2007)5]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the authorities of Slovenia take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

4.  take proactive measures to reduce the gap between the legislative framework and practical implementation regarding the use of Hungarian and Italian in the provision of public services, in economic and social activities, as well as in relations with local branches of State administration;

6.  provide, in the third periodical report, the detailed information the Committee of Experts has requested regarding the formal and practical implementation of Slovenia’s individual undertakings.
1st monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2004)3]
Article 7.1.g

64.  […] the Committee of Experts would welcome further information on the opportunities available for the adult Slovenian-speaking population living in the area to learn Hungarian if they so wish.
Article 7.2

75.  […] the Committee of Experts […] would encourage the Slovenian Government to expand on this aspect in the next periodical report.

Article 7.3

79.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to address this issue [if and how the autochthonous character of the regional or minority languages spoken in Slovenia, commencing with Hungarian and Italian, is explained to Slovenian-speaking pupils across the country, particularly in the teaching of history and literature] and to report back in the next periodical report.
80.  […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to elaborate on this point [policies carried out regarding the media to raise the awareness of the majority population about the regional or minority languages spoken in Slovenia] in the next periodical report.
Article 7.4

81.  […] the Committee of Experts would welcome more concrete information [on how in practice the the Expert Council for General Education caters for the needs and wishes of the speakers of regional or minority languages] in this respect in the next periodical report.
Article 8

96.  […] The Committee of Experts would therefore encourage Slovenia to consider extending the ratification to cover primary education.
Article 8.1.c.ii

100.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to further facilitate student travel to and from the secondary school of Lendava/Lendva.

Article 8.1.e.iii

105.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to accelerate the procedure for recognition of diplomas obtained in Hungary.

Article 8.1.h

111.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Government to provide further information, particularly on the number of teachers trained to teach in the secondary bilingual school of Lendava/Lendva and on the programmes concretely carried out.

Article 8.1.i

113.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide further information in the next periodical report.

Article 8.2

116.  The Committee of Experts […] would […] welcome further information, in the next periodical report, on concrete examples showing the degree of practical implementation of the existing framework. […] the Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to ensure that the minimum number provided for by the law (five students) is also applied in Murska Sobota.
Article 9.1.a.i/b.i/.c.i/d
122.  […] It is the Committee of Experts’ view that one possible way to change the present situation could be to encourage the speakers to use and ask for the Hungarian language to be used in the courts, but this would seem to require the availability of lawyers with a command of Hungarian.
The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to take measures to facilitate the use of Hungarian in courts.
Article 10.1.b

127.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide more information, in the next periodical report, on the practical implementation of the undertaking as far as the local branches of the State administration are concerned.

Article 10.1.c

128.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Government to provide further information in the next periodical report.
Article 10.2.a/b/d/f

129.  […] the Committee of Experts would welcome further information and examples on their practical implementation [of these undertakings] in the next periodical report.

Article 10.3.a

134.  […] the Committee of Experts […] therefore encourages the Government to provide substantial information in the next periodical report.

Article 10.4.a/b/c
136.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to comment further on these undertakings in the next periodical report.

Article 11.1.a.i

The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities, in close cooperation with the speakers, to consider ways for moving towards proper implementation of this undertaking with regard to television and to take interim measures to increase the level of programming.
Article 12.3
152.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide, in the next periodical report, concrete information on the measures taken to fulfil the objectives of this undertaking.
Article 13.1.b

154.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide information in the next periodical report.
Article 13.1.c/d

157.  […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to take their approach towards effectiveness a step further by considering how to introduce incentives for private firms or organisations which would encourage them more strongly to implement bilingualism. In the difficult context of the Prekmurje region, municipalities could of course be supported by the State in this respect.

The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to further implement these provisions and in particular to introduce incentives for private firms and organisations to implement bilingualism in the Prekmurje region and in this respect to provide the appropriate assistance to the municipalities concerned.
Article 13.2.b

161.  […] the Slovenian authorities are encouraged to provide the relevant information in the next periodical report.

Article 13.2.d

163.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide the relevant information in the next periodical report.

Article 13.2.e

164.  […] The Slovenian authorities are encouraged to provide the relevant information in the next periodical report.

Article 14.b

166.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian Government to provide more information in the next periodical report.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2004)3]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the authorities of Slovenia take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

4.  take the necessary measures to encourage the use of the Hungarian language in the context of court proceedings and economic life in the ethnically mixed areas concerned;

6.   make its periodical reports on the implementation of the Charter public.
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