European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
Recommendations concerning 
Italian in Slovenia
Every three years, the Council of Europe’s independent Committee of Experts monitors the application of the Charter in a state. It summarises its observations in an evaluation report which also contains several specific recommendations. 
In the Committee of Experts’ practice, such recommendations “encourage” the state to take concrete measures to improve the political, legal or practical situation of a minority language in a particular field. If the state does not implement a recommendation, the Committee of Experts often repeats it in the following evaluation report(s). Repeated recommendations are formulated more firmly and usually “urge” (first repetition) or “strongly urge” (second repetition) the state to take the requested measure.
Recommendations which the Committee of Experts considers particularly important and urgent appear in a box. 

On the basis of the evaluation report and the Committee of Experts’ recommendations, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (Ministers of Foreign Affairs) may address some general recommendations to the state which are appended to the evaluation report.
The original texts are available at the official website of the Charter at www.coe.int/minlang.
***
2nd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2007)4]
Article 7.1.b

34.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to continue their dialogue with Italian-speakers and the local authorities on this issue [the demographic changes whether or not requiring an extension of the “ethnically mixed areas”].

35.  […] The Committee of Experts trusts that the authorities will take full account of the views and concerns of the Italian-speakers and refrain from taking measures relating to administrative divisions which would constitute an obstacle to the promotion of the Italian language.
Article 7.1.e.

42.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Ministry of Culture to pursue the organisation of such meetings and provide further information about them in the next periodical report. […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to take active measures to further implement this provision.
Article 7.3

57.  The Committee of Experts urges the Slovenian authorities to provide information on the implementation of this provision with respect to all of Slovenia’s regional or minority languages, and in particular on the following points:

· provision made in teaching materials, such as history books, used in the education system for majority language-speaking pupils throughout the country;

· how awareness of regional or minority languages is raised as a component and as an expected result of mainstream teacher training;

· measures taken to promote the majority population’s awareness on regional or minority languages in the media and to discourage practices contrary to the objectives of this provision. 

Article 7.4

59.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to comment on these changes [in the decision-making bodies of RTV Slovenija] in their next periodical report.

Article 8.1.i
147.  […] the Committee of Experts requests the Slovenian authorities to clarify the precise functions performed by this body [the Education Committee for National Communities] in the next periodical report. […]

Article 10.1.a.i

152.  […] The Committee of Experts requests the Slovenian authorities to inform it on the human resources policies concerning the linguistic skills of administrative staff in the mixed areas.
The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to take proactive measures to promote the use of Italian in local branches of State Administration.
Article 10.1.c

159.  The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to provide information on the practical implementation of this undertaking in the next periodical report […].

Article 10.2.f

162.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to promote the use of Italian in all relevant municipalities, including, where necessary, by providing financial resources for interpretation.

Article 10.2.g

164.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to clarify this [administrative difficulties involved in changing names] in co-operation with the speakers and to report on this in the next periodical report.

Article 10.3.a

The Committee of Experts urges the Slovenian authorities to ensure that Italian is used in the provision of public services in the areas concerned and that Slovenia’s legal framework in this field is consistently applied.
Article 11.1.a.i

173.  […] The Committee of Experts […] urges the Slovenian authorities to provide the requested information in their third periodical report.

Article 11.3

174.  […] the Committee of Experts […] requests the Slovenian authorities to provide more information on the new RTV Slovenija Act and its concrete repercussions for Italian-language media.
Article 12.2
175.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide the requested information on cultural activities promoted by the Slovenian authorities in parts of Slovenia other than the coastal municipalities.

Article 13.1.b

180.  […] The Committee of Experts […] urges the authorities to provide this information [on the implementation of this undertaking] in their next periodical report.
Article 13.1.c

181.  […] The Committee of Experts therefore urges the authorities to provide this information [on any legislative or practical measures taken by the Slovenian authorities to oppose the practices referred to in this provision] in the next periodical report.

Article 13.1.d

184.  […] The Committee of Experts would welcome further information in the next periodical report about the practical consequences of the Consumer Protection Act on the implementation of this undertaking following the Act’s entry into force.

186.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the authorities to address the problems they have identified.

Article 13.2.a

187.  […] The Committee of Experts therefore considers that this undertaking is not fulfilled, and urges the Slovenian authorities to provide the requested information in their next periodical report.

Article 13.2.b

190.  The Committee of Experts […] urges the Slovenian authorities to provide the requested information in their next periodical report.

Article 13.2.c

193.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide the requested information in their next periodical report.
Article 13.2.d

196.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide the requested information in their next periodical report.
Article 13.2.e

197.  […] The Committee of Experts therefore urges the authorities to provide this information [on the implementation of this undertaking] in their next periodical report.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2007)5]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the authorities of Slovenia take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

4.  take proactive measures to reduce the gap between the legislative framework and practical implementation regarding the use of Hungarian and Italian in the provision of public services, in economic and social activities, as well as in relations with local branches of State administration;

5.   ensure that future changes to administrative divisions do not constitute an obstacle to the protection and promotion of the Italian language;

6.  provide, in the third periodical report, the detailed information the Committee of Experts has requested regarding the formal and practical implementation of Slovenia’s individual undertakings.
1st monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2004)3]
Article 7.1.b

The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to extend progressively the framework of protection of the Italian language currently provided for the “ethnically mixed areas” to the other areas of the three municipalities concerned beyond the present “ethnically mixed areas”, to be identified in co-operation with the speakers, where there is a stable presence of Italian speakers, and to take the ensuing implementation measures.
Article 7.1.g

65.  […] the Committee of Experts would welcome information on the opportunities available for the adult Slovenian-speaking population living in the areas concerned to learn Italian if they so wish.
Article 7.1.i

The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to adopt a policy, in co-operation with Croatia and Italy, aimed at promoting the broadcast of Italian-speaking television and radio channels located in Koper/Capodistria to parts of Italy beyond the areas sharing borders with Slovenia, and to the whole Croatian part of Istria and the Croatian city of Rijeka.
Article 7.2

75.  […] the Committee of Experts […] would encourage the Slovenian Government to expand on this aspect in the next periodical report.

Article 7.3
79.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to address this issue [if and how the autochthonous character of the regional or minority languages spoken in Slovenia, commencing with Hungarian and Italian, is explained to Slovenian-speaking pupils across the country, particularly in the teaching of history and literature] and to report back in the next periodical report.
80.  […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to elaborate on this point [policies carried out regarding the media to raise the awareness of the majority population about the regional or minority languages spoken in Slovenia] in the next periodical report.
Article 8

170.  […] The Committee of Experts therefore encourages Slovenia to consider extending the ratification to cover primary education.

Article 8.1.c.i

174.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to step up efforts in the field of translation of Slovenian textbooks.

Article 8.1.e.iii

177.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to take the necessary measures for simplifying, where possible, and accelerating the procedure for recognition of university diplomas obtained in Italy.

178.  […] the Committee of Experts is looking forward to receiving further information in this regard [a new university to be set up in the coastal area] in the next periodical report.

Article 8.1.i
183.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide further information in the next periodical report.

Article 8.2

184.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to consider the possibility of introducing a certain degree of flexibility, given the small size of the Italian-speaking community.

Article 9.1.a.i/b.i/c.i/d

188.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to consider additional measures which could further encourage the speakers and win over their reluctance, for example by making it clear in the initial proceedings, where appropriate, that members of the Italian-speaking community may avail themselves of the opportunity to use Italian, and by making implementation of these undertakings more effective (eg by reducing the time it takes to translate judgments into Italian).
Article 10.1.a.i

The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to adopt measures with a view to ensuring that an appropriate share of the administrative staff posted in the “ethnically mixed areas” is adequately trained to use Italian and made fully aware of the bilingual character of these areas.
Article 10.1.b

The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to ensure that administrative texts and forms widely used in the local branches of the State administration are made available also in the Italian language.
Article 10.1.c

The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to take the necessary measures to foster the practical implementation of this undertaking.
Article 10.2.a

197.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to strengthen their efforts, as far as possible, for a significant share of working documents to be made available in Italian as well.
Article 10.2.b

199.  […] The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information and examples on their practical implementation [of these undertakings] in the next periodical report. […]

Article 10.2.f

202.  The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information on how the local authorities are encouraged to improve the practical implementation of this undertaking, in particular with regard to the provision of simultaneous interpretation. […]
Article 10.2.g

205.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to take the necessary measures for ensuring the use of bilingual place-names also in the new districts set up within the “ethnically mixed areas”. The Committee of Experts additionally observes that where appropriate, the same should apply at a subsequent stage to the other relevant areas in the territory of the municipalities concerned, further those currently classified as “ethnically mixed”, in conformity with its conclusions under Article 7 para. 1.b of the Charter.
The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to ensure the use of bilingual place-names also in the new districts set up within the “ethnically mixed areas”.
Article 10.3.a

211.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to take the necessary measures to ensure the use of Italian in the public services of the municipalities concerned. The Committee of Experts also encourages the Government to clarify whether the court’s decisions in the case brought against RTV Slovenjia, referred to above, have in the meantime been implemented.

The Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to take the necessary measures to ensure that Italian is used in the provision of public services.
Article 11.1.a.i

216.  […] The Committee of Experts is therefore looking forward to receiving up-dated information on the Italian-speaking radio and television channels in Koper/Capodistria.

Article 12.3
227.  […] the Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide, in the next periodical report, information on the concrete measures taken to fulfil the objectives of this undertaking.
Article 13.1.b

229.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide information in the next periodical report.
Article 13.1.c

230.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to address this point in the next periodical report.
Article 13.1.d

234.  […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to pursue their efforts in this area and to provide additional information on these points in the next periodical report.
Article 13.2.a/b

235.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide substantial information in the next periodical report.

Article 13.2.c

237.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide further information in the next periodical report, in particular on the situation in other social care facilities in the three municipalities concerned, such as retirement homes and hostels, as well as on the presence of specialised medical staff with a knowledge of Italian.

Article 14.b
243.  […] the Committee of Experts encourages the Slovenian authorities to provide further information on cross-border co-operation between local authorities in Croatia and Italy, in the next periodical report.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2004)3]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the authorities of Slovenia take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

5.  establish a strategy to strengthen the use of the Italian language in the context of public administration and public services in the areas currently defined as “ethnically mixed”, and progressively extend the scope of the protection currently provided for the Italian language in the “ethnically mixed areas” to the other areas of the three municipalities concerned, to be identified in co-operation with the speakers, where there is a stable presence of Italian speakers;

6.   make its periodical reports on the implementation of the Charter public.
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