European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
Recommendations concerning 
Kven/Finnish in Norway
Every three years, the Council of Europe’s independent Committee of Experts monitors the application of the Charter in a state. It summarises its observations in an evaluation report which also contains several specific recommendations. 
In the Committee of Experts’ practice, such recommendations “encourage” the state to take concrete measures to improve the political, legal or practical situation of a minority language in a particular field. If the state does not implement a recommendation, the Committee of Experts often repeats it in the following evaluation report(s). Repeated recommendations are formulated more firmly and usually “urge” (first repetition) or “strongly urge” (second repetition) the state to take the requested measure.
Recommendations which the Committee of Experts considers particularly important and urgent appear in a box. 

On the basis of the evaluation report and the Committee of Experts’ recommendations, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (Ministers of Foreign Affairs) may address some general recommendations to the state which are appended to the evaluation report.
The original texts are available at the official website of the Charter at www.coe.int/minlang.
***
3rd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2007)3]
19.  […] The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving more information from the authorities in the next periodical report on measures taken to develop this language [Kven as a separate language] which remains in a precarious situation.

Article 7.1.a

26.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to pursue and strengthen the dialogue with the speakers, now that Kven is recognised as a separate language.

Article 7.1.c
37.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to provide information on the concrete follow-up of this Conference [on the standardisation of Kven] in the next periodical report.

38.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the authorities to provide adequate funding to be devoted to the development of the language, and in particular to research.

39.  […] the Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to reflect upon the feasibility of developing language centres in districts outside the municipality of Porsanger, where other varieties of the Kven language are spoken. The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving more information in the next report.
40.  […] The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving more information on that key issue [financial instruments for promoting the development of the Kven language, as part of the preparation of the annual State budget] in the next periodical report.

The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to increase their efforts to follow up their recognition of the Kven language, in particular by working on its standardisation, by supporting thorough research on the language, and by establishing bodies responsible for the promotion of the language.
Article 7.1.d
53.  […] The Committee of Experts considers that the logical consequence of the new status of the Kven language is for the authorities to take urgent measures to strengthen the use of Kven in public life.

54.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the authorities to further enhance their support for Kven literature, through general and/or specific funding mechanisms.

56.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to make sure that these regulations [of the Minister of Culture and Church Affairs regarding the obligations of the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation to attend to the interests of minority groups, offering programmes for national and linguistic minority groups] are implemented in practice, in co-operation with the Kven speakers.
57.  In the view of the Committee of Experts, there is an urgent need for radio programmes in Kven, in particular for children and young people who are currently learning the language at school.

The Committee of Experts urges the authorities to take appropriate measures to facilitate and encourage radio broadcasting in the Kven language.
59.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to take measures to promote a more frequent and regular Kven publication with a significant presence of the Kven language in it.
61.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities, in co-operation with the speakers, to explore ways and means to stimulate the use of Kven in the new media, and to provide the Committee of Experts with information concerning this in the next periodical report.

62.  […] The Committee of Experts hopes that the new legislation [newly amended Act on place names and its by-laws] will also contribute to a satisfactory solution of the problems listed above [no specific funding of the extra costs for municipalities who would like to use Kven on public signs; use of Finnish orthography for place names, since there is not yet a written standard in Kven], and looks forward to receiving more information concerning this in the next periodical report.
Article 7.1.e

72.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to establish a forum for dialogue and co-operation with representatives of all the regional or minority languages.
Article 7.1.f

77.  […] the Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to enhance the dialogue with the speakers. It looks forward to receiving more information in the next periodical report on the measures taken regarding tuition in the Kven language in education, in particular at primary and secondary level.

The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to develop a separate curriculum for Kven in co-operation with the speakers.
81.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to take stronger measures to develop opportunities for children to have the language taught at pre-school level, in line with the new legal framework.
The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to take measures to improve the situation of the Kven language at all appropriate stages of education.
Article 7.1.h
The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to find ways to promote research projects to develop the Kven language and to support the study of it at university level on a permanent basis.
Article 7.1.i
104.  The Committee of Experts encourages the Norwegian authorities to look into the possibility of actively promoting transnational exchanges for Kven.

Article 7.4
113.  […] The Committee of Experts hopes that the recognition of Kven as a separate language will have a positive impact on the dialogue between the authorities and the representatives of the Kven language, and that meetings between the authorities and the speakers will be organised on a regular basis.

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2007)3]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the Norwegian authorities take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

[1.] - adopt a structured policy for the protection and promotion of the Kven language in co-operation with the speakers, in particular concerning the standardisation of Kven, the improvement of teaching in/of Kven at all appropriate stages, and the increase of the use of Kven in the public sphere. 

[2.] - strengthen their efforts to provide teaching materials and teacher training for Kven, Lule and South Sámi, Romani and Romanes. 

2nd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2003)2]
No recommendations.

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2003)2]
The Committee of Ministers [...] [r]ecommends that the Norwegian authorities take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

1.  continue to improve the dialogue and co-operation with representatives of the various regional or minority languages;

2.  rapidly resolve the situation of the Kven/Finnish language and consult with representatives of the Kven on this matter before a decision is taken; 

1st monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2001)6]
Article 7.1.a

28.  […] the Committee would welcome a special comment on this issue [the language to be qualified or identified as “Kven”, a language distinct from the Finnish language] by the authorities in their next periodical report.

The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to clarify their position as concerns the Kven/Finnish language in consultation with the users of this language.

Article 7.1.e

The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to contribute to the development of links between the users of the different regional or minority languages.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2001)5]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the Norwegian authorities take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

2.  clarify the status of the Kven language with a view to improving the situation of the language in conformity with Part II of the Charter;

3.  take action to improve the dialogue and cooperation between representatives of the various regional or minority languages;

4.  make its periodical reports on the application of the Charter public, thus ensuring that all organisations and persons concerned are informed of the rights and duties established through the Charter and its implementation.
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