European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
Recommendations concerning 
Lower Saxon in the Netherlands
Every three years, the Council of Europe’s independent Committee of Experts monitors the application of the Charter in a state. It summarises its observations in an evaluation report which also contains several specific recommendations. 
In the Committee of Experts’ practice, such recommendations “encourage” the state to take concrete measures to improve the political, legal or practical situation of a minority language in a particular field. If the state does not implement a recommendation, the Committee of Experts often repeats it in the following evaluation report(s). Repeated recommendations are formulated more firmly and usually “urge” (first repetition) or “strongly urge” (second repetition) the state to take the requested measure.
Recommendations which the Committee of Experts considers particularly important and urgent appear in a box. 

On the basis of the evaluation report and the Committee of Experts’ recommendations, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (Ministers of Foreign Affairs) may address some general recommendations to the state which are appended to the evaluation report.
The original texts are available at the official website of the Charter at www.coe.int/minlang.
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3rd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2008)3]
…………

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2008)4]
…………
2nd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2004)8]
Article 7.1.f

The Committee of Experts encourages the Dutch government to co-ordinate and strengthen efforts made by the local and regional authorities of the Low-Saxon area in the field of education.
Article 7.3

59.  […] The Committee of Experts underlines the importance of promoting mutual understanding and tolerance between all the linguistic groups and welcomes the initiatives of the Dutch authorities in this field. The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving further information in the next periodical report.

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2004)7]
The Committee of Ministers [...] [r]ecommends that the authorities of the Netherlands take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:
3.  ensure that local and regional authorities co-ordinate and strengthen their efforts to protect and promote the Low-Saxon language, particularly in the field of education;

1st monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2001)1]
Article 7.1.d
21.  […] The Committee [of Experts] therefore concludes that the State authorities have little direct influence, since this encouragement or facilitation is in the hands of the provinces. The provinces should be encouraged by the State to pursue an active policy to facilitate and promote the use of the Lower Saxon languages.
Article 7.1.f

The Committee encourages the Netherlands to adopt a coherent strategy for the teaching and study of the Roma and Sinti, Limburger and Lower Saxon languages.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2001)1]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the Netherlands take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

4.  develop a general national language policy for those languages covered only by Part II of the Charter, based on the objectives and principles outlined therein. 
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