European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
Recommendations concerning 
Sami in Norway
Every three years, the Council of Europe’s independent Committee of Experts monitors the application of the Charter in a state. It summarises its observations in an evaluation report which also contains several specific recommendations. 
In the Committee of Experts’ practice, such recommendations “encourage” the state to take concrete measures to improve the political, legal or practical situation of a minority language in a particular field. If the state does not implement a recommendation, the Committee of Experts often repeats it in the following evaluation report(s). Repeated recommendations are formulated more firmly and usually “urge” (first repetition) or “strongly urge” (second repetition) the state to take the requested measure.
Recommendations which the Committee of Experts considers particularly important and urgent appear in a box. 

On the basis of the evaluation report and the Committee of Experts’ recommendations, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (Ministers of Foreign Affairs) may address some general recommendations to the state which are appended to the evaluation report.
The original texts are available at the official website of the Charter at www.coe.int/minlang.
***
3rd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2007)3]
22.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving the authorities' views on the application of Part III undertakings to Lule Sámi.

23.  […] The Committee of Experts would welcome more comprehensive information from the authorities in the next periodical report, regarding the traditional and actual presence of Skolt Sámi in Norway, the number of speakers and what, if any, measures are taken or envisaged to safeguard the Skolt Sámi language and culture.
Article 7.1.b

31.  […] The Committee of Experts hopes that the Norwegian authorities will look carefully into this situation [the procedure of extending the Sámi administrative district to new municipalities], with a view to improving the protection and promotion of South Sámi.

32.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to make sure that the extension of the administrative area is followed up by appropriate additional funding, enabling the new municipalities to bear the costs of bilingualism.

Article 7.1.c

43.  […] the Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving more information [on the promotion and protection of Lule Sámi] in the next evaluation round.

44.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the authorities and the Sámi Parliament to fund projects relating to language education and the development of teaching materials.

46.  […] The Committee of Experts […] encourages the authorities to look favourably at this proposal [the request of Snåsa municipality to be included in the Sámi administrative area].
48.  Regarding Skolt Sámi, the Committee of Experts would welcome more comprehensive information in the next periodical report.

Article 7.1.d
65.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving more information on the concrete results of the strategy plan [for 2007-2012 aiming to achieve daily news programmes in Lule and South Sámi on radio] in the next periodical report.

Article 7.1.e

72.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to establish a forum for dialogue and co-operation with representatives of all the regional or minority languages.
Article 7.1.f
86.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving more information [on special funding and support for pre-school education for Lule Sámi] in the next evaluation round.

87.  […] The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving more information [on the discussian between the Ministry of Education and Research and the Sámi Parliament on the need for more permanent actions directed towards pre-schools in the South Sámi district in connection with the implementation of a new competence plan for the sector] in the next periodical report.

89.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving more information [on distance education in the Sámi language] in the next round.
The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to strengthen their efforts in improving education in Lule and South Sámi, in particular concerning the training of teachers and the production of teaching materials.
Article 7.1.h
98.  […] The Committee of Experts would welcome more information concerning the study and research of South and Lule Sámi in the next periodical report.

Article 7.1.i
102.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving more details on the outcomes of this project [the development of trilingualism between Finnish, Norwegian and Sámi along the Finnish-Norwegian border] in the next evaluation round.

106.  The Committee of Experts encourages the Norwegian authorities to support and enhance transfrontier activities within the Nordic co-operation structures for all Sámi languages.

Article 7.3
110.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the authorities to pursue this pilot project on a longer term [young Sámi persons visit secondary schools throughout the country to raise awareness of Sámi culture and identity among the other pupils], and to consider extending it to other regional or minority languages.

Article 8.1.a.iii

126.  The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving more information in the next periodical report on the implementation of the new [Kindergarten] Act, and on the plan for the upgrading of skills in pre-schools, including the measures taken to strengthen the co-operation with the Sámi Parliament in this field.

Article 8.1.c.iv

128.  […] The Committee of Experts expresses the hope that an agreement will be reached between the Sámi Parliament and the Norwegian authorities [on a new syllabus in Sámi at upper-secondary level], and looks forward to receiving more information on this issue in the next evaluation round.

Article 8.2
135.  […] The Committee of Experts […] urges the authorities to find ways to improve the situation and provide information concerning this in the next periodical report.
136.  The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to seeing further improvement in the forthcoming years.
Article 9.1.a.i/ii/iii/iv  /  Article 9.1.b.i/ii/iii
140.  […] The Committee of Experts therefore encourages the authorities to renew their efforts to train judges, prosecutors and other relevant actors in Sámi legal terminology and the use of Sámi in courts in general.

141.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving information on this evaluation [by the Sámi Parliament on the work done by the Inner Finnmark District Court, within its annual report] in the next periodical report.

Article 10

148.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving information on the steps taken in that respect [the proposal made by the Sámi Language Board to set up a body which would monitor the use of Sámi in public institutions] in the forthcoming periodical report.
Article 10.1.b

151.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving further information concerning this field [the availability of administrative texts in Sámi, particularly the government texts which are translated into North Sámi] in the next periodical report.

Article 10.2.a/b

154.  The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving more information in the next evaluation round.

Article 10.2.g
157.  […] The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving more information on the decision taken [on an application for bilingual names by the County Council of Troms to the government].
158.  […] The Committee of Experts would welcome more information concerning this [the amended Place Names Act and related regulations] in the next periodical report. […]
Article 10.4.a

163.  The Committee of Experts considers […] the authorities should take additional measures to attract students to training programmes for professional interpreters.

Article 10.5

168.  The Committee of Experts looks forward to seeing improvement in the situation, in particular through the implementation of the new Act relating to Personal Names, which has been amended to counteract the “Norwegianization” of Sámi names.

The Committee of Experts urges the Norwegian authorities to ensure that the national population registers and other public institutions accept Sámi names in their original form.
Article 13.2.c

175.  […] The Committee of Experts […] is of the opinion that it [the teaching of Sámi history, culture and traditional medicine in medical education] should be strengthened and also introduced elsewhere into medical education.

179.  The Committee of Experts believes that measures could be taken, in particular the inclusion of more teaching hours of Sámi in the education and in-service training of health personnel in the Sámi administrative district.

The Committee of Experts urges the authorities to ensure that social care facilities offer in practice the possibility for patients to communicate in Sámi with health personnel.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2007)3]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the Norwegian authorities take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

[2.] - strengthen their efforts to provide teaching materials and teacher training for Kven, Lule and South Sámi, Romani and Romanes. 

[3.] - ensure that social and health care institutions within the Sámi administrative district offer services in Sámi.

[4.] - ensure that the national population registers and other public institutions accept Sámi names in their correct native form. 

2nd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2003)2]
12.  […] The Committee [of Experts] […] looks forward to receiving more information on the protection of Eastern Sami in Norway’s next periodical report.

22.  […] The Committee [of Experts] will welcome more detailed information on the status, protection and promotion of this language [Eastern Sami].

Article 7.1.b

46.  […] The Committee [of Experts] is especially concerned about these three languages [South, Lule and Eastern Sami] and hopes that the Norwegian authorities will look carefully into their situation with a view to securing their protection and promotion.

Article 7.1.c

55.  The Committee of Experts looks forward to receiving information on the outcome of such an action plan [adopted by the Sami Parliament that could include taking specific resolute action to promote languages situated outside the Sami administrative district] in Norway’s next report.

56.  […] The Committee [of Experts] would welcome more comprehensive information in the next Norwegian report, with special emphasis on any action that is being taken to protect and promote this language [Eastern Sami].

The Committee of Experts encourages the Norwegian authorities to take immediate measures to reinforce the position of South and Lule Sami.
Article 9.1.a.i/ii/iii/iv

111.  […] the Committee [of Experts] looks forward to further information on the development of its [the undertaking’s] practical implementation in the next report.

Article 9.1.b.i/ii/iii

113.  […] The Committee [of Experts] […] looks forward to information about the development of its practical implementation in the next report.

Article 10.1.a.iii

120.  […] The Committee [of Experts] […] encourages the authorities and the Sami Parliament to continue their efforts in the field.

Article 10.1.b

121.  […] The Committee [of Experts] […] looks forward to seeing further improvement in this field in the next two years.

Article 10.4.a

128.  […] The Committee [of Experts] would however welcome a more strategic solution to this problem [lack of professional interpreters].
The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to strengthen their efforts to provide professional interpreters.
Article 10.5

130.  […] [the Committee of Experts is of the opinion that] to make all Sami characters accessible the Norwegian administration needs to upgrade its technology.
The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to solve this practical difficulty in order to ensure that the registers accept Sami names in their original form.
Article 13.2.c

The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to intensify their efforts to provide staff having a command of Sami.
Article 14.a/b

154.  […] The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving more information [on the initiative taken by the Nordic Countries to draft a multilateral treaty stipulating the rights of the Sami people] in the next periodical report.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2003)2]
The Committee of Ministers [...] [r]ecommends that the Norwegian authorities take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

1.  continue to improve the dialogue and co-operation with representatives of the various regional or minority languages;

3.  progress in establishing the Inner Finnmark Court as a step to facilitate the use of Sami before judicial authorities; 

4.  increase their efforts to protect and promote Lule and South Sami.
1st monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2001)6]
Article 7.1.a

The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to consult with the representatives of the users of the Romani and Romanes, in order to establish whether the users of these languages want special protection and/or promotion.
Article 7.1.c

The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to elaborate on the situation for the Lule and South Sami languages in the next periodical report.
Article 7.1.e

The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to contribute to the development of links between the users of the different regional or minority languages.
Article 9.1.a.i/ii/iii/iv
The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to further facilitate the possibility to exercise the formal rights.
Article 9.1.b.i/ii/iii

The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to further facilitate the possibilities to exercise the formal rights.
Article 10.4

78.  […] The Committee would appreciate further information Norway on this matter [whether the lack of professional interpreters and the reported use of persons knowing the language creates practical difficulties] in future reports.

The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to strengthen their efforts to provide professional interpreters.
Article 10.5

The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to solve this practical difficulty in order to ensure that the registers accept Sami names in their original form.

Article 11.1.b.i

81.  […] The Committee […] would welcome further information as to whether licences have been granted in this respect [special schemes for creating private radio and television stations].

Article 13.2.c
The Committee encourages the Norwegian authorities to intensify their efforts to provide staff having a command of Sami.
Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2001)5]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the Norwegian authorities take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

1.  create conditions that will facilitate the use of North Sami before judicial authorities;

3.  take action to improve the dialogue and cooperation between representatives of the various regional or minority languages;

4.  make its periodical reports on the application of the Charter public, thus ensuring that all organisations and persons concerned are informed of the rights and duties established through the Charter and its implementation.
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