European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
Recommendations concerning 
Slovene in the Land Carinthia in Austria
Every three years, the Council of Europe’s independent Committee of Experts monitors the application of the Charter in a state. It summarises its observations in an evaluation report which also contains several specific recommendations. 
In the Committee of Experts’ practice, such recommendations “encourage” the state to take concrete measures to improve the political, legal or practical situation of a minority language in a particular field. If the state does not implement a recommendation, the Committee of Experts often repeats it in the following evaluation report(s). Repeated recommendations are formulated more firmly and usually “urge” (first repetition) or “strongly urge” (second repetition) the state to take the requested measure.
Recommendations which the Committee of Experts considers particularly important and urgent appear in a box. 

On the basis of the evaluation report and the Committee of Experts’ recommendations, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (Ministers of Foreign Affairs) may address some general recommendations to the state which are appended to the evaluation report.
The original texts are available at the official website of the Charter at www.coe.int/minlang.
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2nd monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2009)2]
…………

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2009)1]
…………
1st monitoring cycle
Recommendations of the Committee of Experts [ECRML(2005)1]
Article 7.1.b
The Committee of Experts encourages the Austrian authorities to ensure that changes concerning the district and status of certain schools in the Slovene language area in Carinthia do not have negative effects on the protection and promotion of the Slovene language in public life.

Article 7.1.d

71.  […] The Committee of Experts invites the Austrian authorities to clarify this situation [interpretation of Section 6, paragraph 1 of the Private Radio Act], if necessary by amending the Private Radio Act.
The Committee of Experts invites the Austrian authorities to take measures to render effective the new section 5 of the ORF Act.

Article 7.3

101.  […] The Committee of Experts would welcome further information about the way in which Austria respects this provision in the next periodical report.

Article 8.1.a.iv
204.  […] The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving information with respect to the outcome of this process [adjusting the teaching at municipal nursery schools in the light of the positive experience of the bilingual educational methods used in the private nursery schools] in the next periodical report.

205.  […] the Committee of Experts is of the view that a clearer definition of the responsibilities of the municipalities with respect to bilingual pre‑school education is needed.
Article 8.1.b.ii
211.  […] the Committee of Experts […] encourages the Austrian authorities to pursue their dialogue with the Slovene speakers with a view to finding lasting solutions to these problems [the highly variable command of Slovene among primary school pupils].
Article 8.1.c.iii
213.  […] The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information [on the difficulties arising from the fact that the Grammar School for Slovenes is located in Klagenfurt, outside the settlement area of the Slovene speakers] in Austria’s next periodical report.

Article 8.1.g

221.  The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information in the next periodical report.

Article 8.1.h

226.  The Committee of Experts […] urges the relevant authorities and institutions to develop on the existing positive steps to devise lasting solutions to the problems in the area of teacher training, in close co-operation with the Slovene speakers.

227.  The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information [regarding the training of Slovene-speaking or bilingual nursery school teachers] in the next periodical report.
Article 8.2

229.  The Committee of Experts […] encourages the Austrian authorities to co-operate with the Slovene speakers in these areas [outside the Slovene‑speaking area] in order to find an acceptable solution to meet the demand.

Article 9.1.a.ii
The Committee of Experts encourages the Austrian authorities to take the necessary steps to ensure that the possibility to use Slovene in criminal proceedings is secured in practice.

Article 9.1.b.ii

The Committee of Experts encourages the Austrian authorities to take the necessary steps to ensure that the possibility to use Slovene in civil proceedings is secured in practice.

Article 9.1.c.ii

The Committee of Experts encourages the Austrian authorities to take the necessary steps to ensure that the possibility to use Slovene in administrative proceedings is secured in practice.

Article 10.1.a.iii/c
249.  The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information [regarding the extent to which federal authorities which fulfil the criteria of Article 4 of the Ordinance regarding the use of Slovene as an official language (such as the tax authorities) and which directly perform federal administrative functions ensure that users of regional or minority languages may submit oral or written application in practice] in the next periodical report.

251.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Carinthian authorities to address this issue [lack of Slovene skills among civil servants, delays in translating and answering administrative applications in Slovene], for example by encouraging civil servants to pursue further training in Slovene.

252.  The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information with respect to federal authorities.

Article 10.2.b
The Committee of Experts encourages the Austrian authorities to implement the Constitutional Court ruling of 4 October 2000 as a matter of priority, and to ensure the possibility of using the Slovene language also in other municipalities in Carinthia, which fulfil the criteria of the ruling and which are not listed in the Ordinance.

Article 11.1.c.ii

263.  […] The Committee of Experts encourages the Austrian authorities to take the necessary steps to encourage or facilitate the broadcasting of television programmes in Slovene on private television, without this affecting the existing level of public television provision.
Article 11.1.d

264.  [] The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information in the next periodical report.
Article 11.1.e.i
267.  The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information on the new Press Promotion Act and its effects on regional or minority language press promotion in the next periodical report.

Article 11.1.f.ii
268.  […] The Committee would welcome further information in Austria’s next periodical report.

Article 12.1.a

271.  […] The Committee of Experts invites the Austrian authorities to comment on this situation [the support provided to the Slovene speakers’ music school is disproportionately small compared to the support given to the music school of the Land Carinthia] and to provide additional information on the activities supported under the existing federal support measures, including the allocation process, in the next periodical report.
Article 12.1.d
272.  […] The Committee of Experts […] invites the Austrian authorities to provide further information in the next periodical report.

Article 12.3
277.  The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving further information in Austria’s next periodical report.
Article 13.1.d
280.  The Committee of Experts […] would welcome further information in Austria’s next periodical report.
Article 14.b

281.  […] The Committee of Experts […] looks forward to receiving more detailed information [on specific projects or activities for the benefit of the Slovenian language] in Austria’s next periodical report.

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers [RecChL(2005)1]
The Committee of Ministers […] [r]ecommends that the authorities of Austria take account of all the observations of the Committee of Experts and, as a matter of priority:

2.  ensure that the ruling of the Constitutional Court relating to the use of the Slovene language before administrative authorities in Carinthia is implemented without delay;

4.  ensure that changes to the status of schools or to the rules regarding the appointment of staff of schools in the Slovene language area do not negatively affect Slovene‑language education in Carinthia;

5.  ensure that the Burgenland‑Croatian, Slovene and Hungarian languages can be used before the relevant judicial and administrative authorities in practice;

6.  increase radio broadcasting in Burgenland‑Croatian and Hungarian, and television broadcasting in Burgenland‑Croatian, Slovene and Hungarian.
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