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“the right to use a regional or minority language

in private and public life is an inalienable right”

Preamble of the European Charter for

Regional or Minority Languages

article 10, paragraph 1, sub-paragraph a (ii)
administrative authorities and public services
Within the administrative districts of the State in which the number of residents who are users of regional or minority languages justifies the measures specified below and according to the situation of each language, the Parties undertake, as far as this is reasonably possible, to ensure that such of their officers as are in contact with the public use the regional or minority languages in their relations with persons applying to them in these languages.
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With regard to education, the Parties undertake, within the territory in which Saami is used, according to the situation of Saami, and without prejudice to the teaching of the official language(s) of the State to make available pre-school education in Saami.

No undertaking for this language.
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Comments by the State Party

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers

133.
The Children’s Day Care Act of 1973 specifically provides that day care may be provided in the Sami language.  However, the Government admits that it is not an established practice yet. Pre-school is financed by municipalities or privately.  There are only a few pre-schools that use the North Sami language.  The problem with the Skolt and Inari Sami is the lack of speakers – most of the Sami people have lost the use of their languages as a result of an aggressive assimilation policy in the past. The “language nests” initiative has improved the situation a little, but the problem of funding remains. This project, originally financed by the European Union, permitted the elderly to work with pre-school children, teaching them traditional songs and games in the Sami language. This activity is unfortunately no longer financed by the European Union in Finland and its future is uncertain, as the municipalities cannot afford its costs.

The Committee encourages the Finnish authorities to make special efforts to strengthen the learning of languages at pre-school level, for instance through the medium of language nests, which seem to have given good results.

Source: ECRML (2001) 3
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