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“the right to use a regional or minority language

in private and public life is an inalienable right”

Preamble of the European Charter for

Regional or Minority Languages

article 11, paragraph 1, sub-paragraph a (ii)
administrative authorities and public services
The Parties undertake, for the users of the regional or minority languages within the territories in which those languages are spoken, according to the situation of each language, to the extent that the public authorities, directly or indirectly, are competent, have power or play a role in this field, and respecting the principle of the independence and autonomy of the media, to the extent that radio and television carry out a public service mission, to encourage and/or facilitate the creation of at least one radio station and one television channel in the regional or minority languages.
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United Kingdom

Scottish-Gaelic

The United Kingdom undertakes, for the users of Scottish-Gaelic within the territories in which Scottish-Gaelic is spoken, according to the situation of Scottish-Gaelic, to the extent that the public authorities, directly or indirectly, are competent, have power or play a role in this field, and respecting the principle of the independence and autonomy of the media, to the extent that radio and television carry out a public service mission, to encourage and/or facilitate the creation of at least one radio station and one television channel in Scottish-Gaelic.
1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

The Independent Television Commission (ITC) has responsibility for ensuring compliance with the 1990 and 1996 Broadcasting Acts. The ITC requires Scottish Television to transmit not less than 90 minutes per week of Gaelic, including 30 minutes of repeats.  The ITC requires Grampian Television to include at least 72 hours of Gaelic programming per annum. There is no statutory requirement on the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) to produce a specified quantity or genre of Gaelic programmes.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]
258.
In the initial periodical report, the UK authorities indicate the undertaking chosen as paragraph 1 a iii (to make adequate provision so that broadcasters offer programmes in Scottish Gaelic). The correct chosen undertaking is, however, paragraph 1 a ii.

259.
The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) provides regular programming, including programmes aimed at children of pre-school age. For part of the year the BBC also carries 2 hours of television programmes in Scottish Gaelic one day a week on prime time. According to the BBC Scotland 

Annual Review for the year 2001/2002, there were 24 hours of television output in Gaelic. There is no statutory requirement on the BBC to produce a specified quantity or genre of Gaelic programmes. 

260.
According to the UK authorities, the Independent Television Commission (ITC) has responsibility for ensuring compliance with the 1990 and 1996 Broadcasting Acts. The ITC requires Scottish Television to transmit not less than 90 minutes per week of Gaelic, including 30 minutes of repeats.  The ITC requires Grampian Television to include at least 72 hours of Gaelic programming per annum. Approximately 150 hours of television programmes in Scottish Gaelic are broadcast per year. 

261.
According to representatives of the speakers of Scottish Gaelic, the government support for Gaelic broadcasting now stands at approximately £8.5 million per year, but annual budgets have not been increased to reflect inflation and have recently been cut. There seem, however, to be no objections from the BBC Gaelic Services to better co-ordinating the television programming with other broadcasters providing services in Scottish Gaelic.

262.
The main part of radio services in Scottish Gaelic is provided by the BBC. In 2002 it increased the amount of programmes broadcast in Scottish Gaelic to 50-60 hours per week. The supply is multi-genre, including news and current affairs programmes. Availability of BBC radio services on-line also serves Scottish Gaelic speakers in other parts of the UK and the world (Nova Scotia, Australia). There are, however, some parts of Scotland that are not receiving these broadcasts due to gaps in the transmission infrastructure. 

263.
The new Communications Act addresses also the issue of broadcasting services in Scottish Gaelic.  This does not expressly provide for the promotion or establishment of a Gaelic TV Channel. The representatives of the Department of Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) whom the Committee of Experts met during the on-the-spot-visit stated that the new legislation would ‘enable’ a channel to be established, ‘should funding become available’.  The Committee of Experts regrets that there was no evidence from the UK authorities of such funding being made available.  Compliance with the undertaking chosen by the UK requires more than simply creating a legal framework within which a channel can exist; it requires positive action (including where necessary funding) on the part of the Authorities to encourage and / or facilitate the creation of a channel.

264.
The Committee of Experts will welcome information in the next UK report particularly on the development of television services in Scottish Gaelic to meet the requirements of the undertaking to encourage and/or facilitate at least one television channel. The Committee of Experts also encourages the UK Government to take appropriate action to ensure that all of Scotland can receive Radio nan Gaidheal. 

265.
The Committee of Experts has to conclude that this undertaking is so far only partly fulfilled in respect of radio and is not fulfilled in respect of television. 

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]







PAGE  
2
Database for the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages

© Public Foundation for European Comparative Minority Research


