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Public Foundation for

European Comparative Minority Research

2006–2007
© 2006–2007 Public Foundation for European Comparatice Minority Research
The Project

‘Database for the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages’

has been made possible by the generous grant of the Council of Europe
and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Hungary.

All Council of Europe documents are copyrighted by the Council of Europe.

© Council of Europe

contents

4Hungary


4Croatian, German, Romanian, Serbian, Slovakian, Slovenian


41st monitoring cycle


4State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 6]


4Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 4]


52nd monitoring cycle


5State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 6]


5Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 5]


6Slovakia


6Hungarian


7Switzerland


7Romansh


71st monitoring cycle


7State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 7]


7Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 7]


72nd monitoring cycle


7State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 3]


7Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 6]




Hungary

Croatian, German, Romanian, Serbian, Slovakian, Slovenian

The information provided by the State Party and the evaluation given by the Committee of Experts are identical in the case of all six languages under the protection of Part III of the Charter.
1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 6]

The press in the Republic of Hungary has been publishing in the minority languages for decades. Due to the continuous decline in readership numbers these press products cannot be published on a market basis, and for this reason between 1991-1994 the budget act marked as a special item a separate resource to be used for subsidising the minorities’ written press. As from 1995, material support has come from the Public Foundation for Minorities.

The Public Foundation for Minorities offers budgetary support to at least one nationally distributed paper for each of the groups of people. The amount of support in 1998 was as follows:

	PRIVATE
Minority readership, title of the paper
(publication frequency)
	Total support provided in 1998

	Croatian - Hrvatski Glasnik (weekly)
	HUF 22,727,000

	German - Neue Zeitung (weekly)
	HUF 25,828,000

	Romanian - Foaia Romaneasca (weekly)
	HUF 16,208,000

	Serbian - Srpske Narodne Novine (weekly)
	HUF 22,968,000

	Slovakian - Ąudové noviny (weekly)
	HUF 22,727,000

	Slovenian - Porabje (biweekly)
	HUF 6,733,000


Besides supporting nationally distributed papers material assistance is provided for the publishing of local or regional written press papers in the minority languages, furthermore the publishing of supplements and articles written in the minority languages and appearing in local or regional Hungarian-language papers. 

The minority self-governments or their organizations own all the nationally distributed minority papers. 

Over and above this the Public Foundation for Minorities provides financial support for the editorial board of the national daily Magyar Nemzet in order to publish four-page, monthly supplements covering minority topics, occasionally in a minority language.

The electronic media also receives budgetary support for carrying out services related to the minorities. This support goes to regional studios preparing broadcasts in the minority languages.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 4]

67.
The obligation is fulfilled. As has been mentioned above, the Hungarian State grants budgetary support to the production of radio programmes and the maintenance of newspapers in minority languages. Furthermore, the production of television programmes in minority languages is funded by the Public TV Fund. Whether the amount of money allocated to the different purposes of minority language media is really sufficient to cover the additional costs of such media is not clear; but it is difficult anyway to quantify such additional costs, and it is beyond doubt that the Hungarian State makes serious efforts to secure the financial basis of the minority language media.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 6]

The above shows that the Hungarian State gives continuous support to the production of minority-language television and radio programmes, as well as the regular publication of minority-language newspaper. The public service media finances the production of minority-language broadcasts within their own budgets, while the financing of regional and local programming is supported by the National Radio and Television Board, as well as the Public Foundation for National and Ethnic Minorities in Hungary.

The material and financial conditions of minority television and radio broadcasts have greatly deteriorated in recent years, though, due to the general financial hardships sustained by public service television and radio. These problems have become especially grave and have come to the attention of the general public in the year 2002: their solution is thus one of the tasks of the future.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 5]

No reassessment was given by the Committee of Experts.
3rd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR () ]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML () ]

Slovakia

Hungarian

Switzerland

Romansh

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 7]

The Decree of the Grand Council on the cantonal subsidies paid each year to the organ responsible for the Romansh press agency provides in paragraph 2 that an allowance must be paid to the Romansh newspapers for the important services which they provide in promoting the language where they do not succeed in covering their outgoings.  Two small daily newspapers receive financial assistance under that provision, which, however, is merely an ancillary measure.  The decree is primarily concerned with the indirect promotion of the Romansh press through the setting up and operation of the Romansh press agency.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 7]
147.
According to the initial periodical report, the Decree of the Grand Council on the cantonal subsidies paid each year to the body responsible for the Romansh press agency provides, in paragraph 2, that an allowance must be paid to the Romansh newspapers for the important services which they provide in promoting the language when they do not succeed in covering their outgoings.  Two small daily newspapers receive financial assistance under that provision, which, however, is merely an ancillary measure.  The decree is primarily concerned with the indirect promotion of the Romansh press through the setting-up and operation of the Romansh press agency.  
148.
The Committee acknowledges the efforts of the Swiss authorities to provide financial support through different means (including the promotion of a Romansh Press Agency) and considers this undertaking fulfilled.
2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 3]

The Grand Council decree concerning annual cantonal subsidies to the body responsible for the Romansh press agency provides, in paragraph 2, that Romansh newspapers must be indemnified for their important services in promoting the language if they cannot manage to cover their costs. Two small daily newspapers receive financial aid under this provision, but this is merely incidental. The decree is primarily concerned with indirect promotion of the Romansh press through the setting-up and running of the Romansh press agency.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 6]

No reassessment was given by the Committee of Experts.
With regard to education, the Parties undertake, within the territory in which Saami is used, according to the situation of Saami, and without prejudice to the teaching of the official language(s) of the State to make available pre-school education in Saami.

No undertaking for this language.

1st monitoring cycle

2nd monitoring cycle

3rd monitoring cycle

State Party Report

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts

Comments by the State Party

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers

133.
The Children’s Day Care Act of 1973 specifically provides that day care may be provided in the Sami language.  However, the Government admits that it is not an established practice yet. Pre-school is financed by municipalities or privately.  There are only a few pre-schools that use the North Sami language.  The problem with the Skolt and Inari Sami is the lack of speakers – most of the Sami people have lost the use of their languages as a result of an aggressive assimilation policy in the past. The “language nests” initiative has improved the situation a little, but the problem of funding remains. This project, originally financed by the European Union, permitted the elderly to work with pre-school children, teaching them traditional songs and games in the Sami language. This activity is unfortunately no longer financed by the European Union in Finland and its future is uncertain, as the municipalities cannot afford its costs.

The Committee encourages the Finnish authorities to make special efforts to strengthen the learning of languages at pre-school level, for instance through the medium of language nests, which seem to have given good results.

Source: ECRML (2001) 3
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