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Armenia

Assyrian

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 7]

It is guaranteed in Armenia that interests of national minority language users are introduced or are taken into consideration by bodies established by law, which are responsible for freedom of media and for providing pluralism of viewpoints. This is confirmed by the statutes and activities of the publishing house agency of the Ministry of cultural, youth affairs and sport, Public TV and Radio Company board and TV and Radio National Committee.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2006) 2]

Greek

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 7]

Armenia guarantees that interests of national minority language users are introduced or are taken into consideration by bodies established by law, which are responsible for freedom of media and for providing pluralism of viewpoints. This is confirmed by the statutes and activities of the publishing house agency of the Ministry of cultural, youth matters and sport, Public TV and Radio Company board and TV and Radio National Committee.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2006) 2]

Kurdish

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 7]

Armenia guarantees that interests of national minority language users are introduced or are taken into consideration by bodies established by law, which are responsible for freedom of media and for providing pluralism of viewpoints. This is confirmed by the statutes and activities of the publishing house agency of the Ministry of cultural, youth matters and sport, Public TV and Radio Company board and TV and Radio National Committee.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2006) 2]

Russian

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 7]

The RA guarantees that interests of national minority language users are introduced or are taken into consideration by bodies established by law, which are responsible for freedom of media and for providing pluralism of viewpoints. This is confirmed by the statutes and activities of the publishing house agency of RA Ministry of cultural, youth affairs and sport, Public TV and Radio Company board and TV and Radio National Committee.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2006) 2]

Yezidi

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 7]

Armenia guarantees that interests of national minority language users are introduced or are taken into consideration by bodies established by law, which are responsible for freedom of media and for providing pluralism of viewpoints. This is confirmed by the statutes and activities of the publishing house agency of the Ministry of cultural, youth affairs and sport, Public TV and Radio Company board and TV and Radio National Committee.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2006) 2]

Croatia

Czech, Hungarian, Italian, Ruthenian, Serbian, Slovak, Ukrainian

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 3]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 2]

100.  The Committee of Experts has not received any information from the Croatian authorities as to how this undertaking is fulfilled, either in legal terms or in practice.

The Committee considers that the Croatian authorities could encourage and make specific provisions for the active participation of the users of regional or minority languages in bodies that guarantee the freedom and pluralism of the media.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 4]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2005) 3]

178.
In its first evaluation report (see para. 100) the Committee of Experts noted that it had not received any information from the Croatian authorities as to how this undertaking was fulfilled, either in legal terms or in practice, and considered that the Croatian authorities could have encouraged and made specific provisions for the active participation of the users of regional or minority languages in bodies that guarantee the freedom and pluralism of the media.
179.
The Radio and Television Council is an independent body responsible for giving concessions for carrying out activities of radio and television and appears to be the body referred to in the present provision. Article 5 of the Radio and Television Act provides that in the implementation of the programming principles the Croatian Radio and Television shall produce and/or broadcast specific programmes aimed at informing members of national minorities. The Committee of Experts has received information which indicates that a member of the Council for National Minorities from one minority sits at present in the Radio and Television Council. However, it is not clear whether this member actually represents the interests of the users of regional or minority languages. 

180.
While the implementation of this article does not require that each individual Part III language should have its own representative on the bodies in question, it does require that adequate systems or processes exist to ensure that the interests of speakers of each Part III language are in fact represented or taken into account. The Committee of Experts would welcome information, in the next periodical report and in respect of each Part III language, of the extent to which this has in practice happened.

Finland

Saami
1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 4]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 3]

179.
The Board of Directors of the Finnish Broadcasting Company is a parliamentary body supervising the programme objectives and projects and their support. There is, at present, no Sami-speaking member of this body. However, the director of Sami Radio is a native Sami speaker. The Committee has received no information as to how the interests of the Sami are taken into account. Therefore, the Committee is not in a position to judge whether this undertaking is fulfilled or not.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 2]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 7]

152.
The Committee of Experts has received no information as to how the interests of the Sami are taken into account in the administration of the Finnish Broadcasting Company or in other bodies as may be established with the responsibility to ensure the freedom and the pluralism of the media, although it has requested information in its first evaluation report (para. 179). The Committee of Experts does not consider the undertaking fulfilled. 

Swedish

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 4]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 3]

115.
The representation of the Swedish-speakers is ensured on the basis of the Act on the Finnish Broadcasting Company. They are represented on the Board of Directors of the Company. Therefore, the Committee considers this undertaking of Article 11 fulfilled.
2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 2]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 7]

Hungary

Croatian, German, Romanian, Serbian, Slovakian, Slovenian

The information provided by the State Party and the evaluation given by the Committee of Experts are identical in the case of all six languages under the protection of Part III of the Charter.
1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 6]

In compliance with the broadcasting act one member of the national and ethnic minorities national self-governments in Hungary may be delegated to the Hungarian Radio Public Foundation Board of Trustees, and one member to the Hungarian Television Public Foundation Board of Trustees.

The minorities delegated one member to the Hungarian Television Public Foundation Board of Trustees in 1996. In 1997 the national self-governments of the minorities did not avail themselves of their right to delegate a member before the pre-set deadline. In 1998 a Serbian representative was delegated to the board of trustees of the public service Hungarian Television.

The right to delegate a member to the Board of Trustees of the Hungarian Radio Public Foundation and Duna Television Public Foundation was similarly passed up in 1997. In 1998 a Polish minority representative was delegated to the board of trustees of Duna Television.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 4]

69.
The obligation is fulfilled. According to the Broadcasting Act of 1996, the minorities are entitled to delegate one representative to the Hungarian Public Television Foundation Board of Trustees, as well as to the Board of Trustees of the Hungarian Public Radio Foundation. Both boards may be qualified as bodies with a responsibility for guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media. The main body entrusted with such a task, however, the six-member national Radio and Television Commission, works on purely political representation. In this case, at least the Broadcasting Act undertakes to ensure that the interests of the minorities are taken into account within the decision-making of the body, by providing minimum requirements that have to be respected in order to meet the fundamental demands of the minorities. 

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 6]

Minorities may jointly delegate, in a rotational system, one member annually to the Board of Trustees of the Public Foundation of Hungarian Television, in accordance with the Act on Radio and Television Broadcasting. In the year 2000 a German minority delegate was a member of the Board of Trustees of the Public Foundation of the Public Service Hungarian Television, a Croatian minority delegate a member of the equivalent body of Duna Television; while the Slovak minority delegated a member to the Board of Trustees of the Hungarian Radio. The right to joint appointment to membership in the board of trustees of a public service media foundation has been exercised in 2001 by the Croatian, German, Armenian, Slovak and Serbian national minority self-governments. 

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 5]

No reassessment was given by the Committee of Experts.
3rd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR () ]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML () ]

Montenegro

The initial periodical report is due in June 2007. No documents have been made public.
Albanian, Romany

Serbia

The initial periodical report is due in June 2007. No documents have been made public.
Albanian, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Croatian, Hungarian, Romany, Romanian, Ruthenian, Slovak, Ukrainian

Slovakia

Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, German, Hungarian, Polish, Romany, Ruthenian, Ukrainian

Slovenia

Hungarian

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]
144.
Hungarian speakers are represented on the channel board for radio and television channels for the Hungarian national minority. This board is competent, inter alia, to discuss with the Board of the Slovenian radio and television broadcasting corporation (“RTV Slovenija”’)  issues relevant to the national community channels (see p. 25 of the initial periodical report, also in  footnote no. 66). Under Article 54 of the Articles of Association of the Public Institution RTV Slovenija, this board is  set up by the Board of RTV Slovenija and consists of five members appointed by the Hungarian self-governing national communities and two appointed by the Board of RTV Slovenija. The Committee of Experts considers that this undertaking is fulfilled.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]

Italian

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]
219.
Italian speakers are represented on the channel board for radio and television channels for the Italian national minority, which is competent, inter alia, to discuss with the Board of RTV Slovenija issues relevant to the national community channels (see p. 25 of the initial periodical report, also footnote no. 66). Under Article 54 of the Articles of Association of the Public Institution RTV Slovenija, this board is established by the Board of RTV Slovenija and consists of five members appointed by the Hungarian self-governing national communities and two appointed by the Board of RTV Slovenija. The Committee of Experts considers that this undertaking is fulfilled.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]

Spain

Basque in the Basque Country

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]

578.
The Committee of Experts has not received sufficient information regarding such bodies, either in the Basque Country or on a national level, and is therefore not in a position to conclude on this undertaking.  The Committee encourages the authorities to submit further information in the next periodical report.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]

Basque in the Navarra

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]

441.
Navarra is the only Autonomous Community which has so far established a council specifically charged with guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media. However it is not known to the Committee of Experts how the interests of Basque-speakers are represented or taken into account within this council. The Committee of Experts is therefore not in a position to conclude on this undertaking and encourages the Spanish authorities to clarify this point in their next periodical report.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]

Catalan in the Balearic Islands

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]

704.
The Committee of Experts has not received sufficient information regarding such bodies, either in the Balearic Islands or on a national level, and therefore is not in a position to conclude on this undertaking.  The Committee encourages the authorities to submit further information in the next periodical report.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]

Catalan in Catalonia

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]

286.
The Committee of Experts has not received sufficient information regarding such bodies, either in Catalonia or on a national level, and therefore is not in a position to conclude on this undertaking.  The Committee encourages the authorities to submit further information in the next periodical report.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]

Galician in Galicia

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]

962.
The Committee of Experts has not received sufficient information regarding such bodies, either in Galicia or on a national level, and therefore is not in a position to conclude on this undertaking.  The Committee encourages the authorities to submit further information in the next periodical report.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]

Valencian in Valencia

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]

834.
The Committee of Experts has not received sufficient information regarding such bodies, either in Valencia or on a national level, and therefore is not in a position to conclude on this undertaking.  The Committee encourages the authorities to submit further information in the next periodical report.

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]

Switzerland

Italian in Graubünden

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 7]

The SSR, the national radio and television broadcasting company, is divided into four regional companies.  The Italian-language radio and television company, Società cooperativa per la radiotelevisione nelle Svizzera Italiana, is one of these (see Article 6 of SSR's concession).

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 7]
235.
The Committee could not find any evidence that the Swiss authorities have taken measures to ensure that the interests of users of Italian are taken into account within the bodies responsible for guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media.
236.
The Committee is not in a position to conclude that this undertaking is fulfilled.
2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 3]

SSR, the national radio and television company, is divided into four regional companies. The Italian-language radio and television company, Società Cooperativa per la Radiotelevisione nella Svizzera Italiana, is one of these four (cf. Clause 6 of the SSR franchise).

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 6]

155.
In its first evaluation report the Committee of Experts could not find any evidence that the Swiss authorities had taken measures to ensure that the interests of users of Italian were taken into account within the bodies responsible for guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media. The Committee of Experts was therefore not in a position to conclude that this undertaking was fulfilled (see paras. 235-236 of the first evaluation report).
156.
The Committee of Experts has not received any further information in this respect. It therefore encourages the competent Swiss authorities to clarify how the interests of Italian speakers are concretely represented or taken into account within the SSR. The competent Swiss authorities are also encouraged to provide information on any other body specifically entrusted with the responsibility of guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media.

Italian in Ticino

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 7]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 7]
287.
The Committee did not find any evidence that the Swiss authorities have taken measures to ensure that the interests of users of Italian are taken into account within the bodies responsible for guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media.
288.
The Committee is not in a position to conclude that this undertaking is fulfilled.
2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 3]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 6]

162.
In its first evaluation report the Committee of Experts could not find any evidence that the Swiss authorities had taken measures to ensure that the interests of users of Italian were taken into account within the bodies responsible for guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media. The Committee of Experts was therefore not in a position to conclude that this undertaking was fulfilled (see paras. 287-288 of the first evaluation report).
163.
The Committee of Experts has not received any further information in this respect. It therefore encourages the competent Swiss authorities to clarify how the interests of Italian speakers are concretely represented or taken into account within the SSR. The competent Swiss authorities are also encouraged to provide information on any other body specifically entrusted with the responsibility of guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media.

Romansh

1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (99) 7]

The SSR, the national radio and television undertaking, is subdivided into four regional companies.  The Romansh radio and television company, Cuminonza Rumantsch de Radio e Televisiun, is one of these (see Article 6 of SSR's concession).

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2001) 7]
149.
The Committee welcomes the fact that the interests of Romansh speakers are represented within the decision-making bodies of SSR. However, it did not find any evidence that the Swiss authorities have taken measures to ensure that the interests of users of Romansh are taken into account within the bodies responsible for guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media.
150.
The Committee is not in a position to conclude that this undertaking is fulfilled.
2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2003) 3]

SSR, the national radio and television company, is divided into four regional companies. The Romansh Radio and Television Company, Cuminanza Rumantscha da Radio e Televisiun (CRR), is one of these four (cf. Clause 6 of the SSR franchise). CRR structures include an Audience Committee, thus ensuring that the interests of the Romansh population are taken into consideration.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 6]

131.
In its first evaluation report the Committee of Experts welcomed the fact that the interests of Romansh speakers were represented within the decision-making bodies of SSR. However, it did not find any evidence that the Swiss authorities had taken measures to ensure that the interests of users of Romansh were taken into account within the bodies responsible for guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media. As a result, the Committee of Experts was not in a position to conclude that this undertaking was fulfilled (see paras. 149-150 of the first evaluation report).
132.
The Committee of Experts has not received any further information in this respect. It therefore encourages the competent Swiss authorities to clarify how concretely the interests of Romansh speakers are represented or taken into account within the SSR. The competent Swiss authorities are also encouraged to provide information on any other body specifically entrusted with the responsibility of guaranteeing the freedom and pluralism of the media.

United Kingdom

Welsh
1st monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2002) 5]

Many bodies undertake pertinent activities in this field. Amongst them, the Press Complaints Commission and OFTEL (Office of Telecommunications), which is about to publish its statutory language scheme.  The Radio Authority and Broadcasting Standards Commission have been named by the National Assembly under Section 6(i)0 of the Welsh language act to prepare a statutory  Welsh language scheme. The Independent Broadcasting Commission also has responsibilities in this field. The UK government recently announced a Bill setting up OFCOM (Office of Communications) which is already in discussions with the Welsh Language Board regarding a statutory language scheme. OFCOM will draw many of the aforementioned bodies together.

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2004) 1]
169.
According to the UK authorities, many bodies undertake pertinent activities in this field. Amongst them, the Broadcasting Standards Commission and the Radio Authority have a Welsh Language Scheme. The Press Complaints Commission (PCC) and OFTEL (Office of Telecommunications) are about to publish their statutory language scheme.  The Independent Television Commission also has responsibilities in this field, but does not have a Welsh language scheme. The Welsh Language Board is the statutory body responsible for overseeing the preparation and approval, and subsequent implementation, of Schemes. The new Communications Act establishes OFCOM (Office of Communications), a new regulatory authority which will include the above-mentioned bodies (apart from PCC). OFCOM is currently in discussions with the Welsh Language Board regarding a statutory language scheme. 

170.
The Committee of Experts has been informed that statutory Welsh Language Schemes, while ensuring that Welsh is taken into account, do not ensure representation of the language within the bodies mentioned. The Committee of Experts also observes that the Independent Television Commission does not have and is not preparing a Welsh Language Scheme, but notes that OFCOM seems to be preparing one. 

171.
The Committee of Experts has been informed that there is no intention to include any representative of regional or minority languages on the board of the new regulatory body (OFCOM). It has not been informed of alternative means by which the interests of the users of regional or minority languages will be taken into account within OFCOM. The Committee of Experts is therefore not in a position to conclude whether this undertaking is fulfilled. 

2nd monitoring cycle

State Party Report [MIN-LANG/PR (2005) 5]

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts [ECRML (2007) 2]

With regard to education, the Parties undertake, within the territory in which Saami is used, according to the situation of Saami, and without prejudice to the teaching of the official language(s) of the State to make available pre-school education in Saami.

No undertaking for this language.

1st monitoring cycle

2nd monitoring cycle

3rd monitoring cycle

State Party Report

Evaluation Report of the Committee of Experts

Comments by the State Party

Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers

133.
The Children’s Day Care Act of 1973 specifically provides that day care may be provided in the Sami language.  However, the Government admits that it is not an established practice yet. Pre-school is financed by municipalities or privately.  There are only a few pre-schools that use the North Sami language.  The problem with the Skolt and Inari Sami is the lack of speakers – most of the Sami people have lost the use of their languages as a result of an aggressive assimilation policy in the past. The “language nests” initiative has improved the situation a little, but the problem of funding remains. This project, originally financed by the European Union, permitted the elderly to work with pre-school children, teaching them traditional songs and games in the Sami language. This activity is unfortunately no longer financed by the European Union in Finland and its future is uncertain, as the municipalities cannot afford its costs.

The Committee encourages the Finnish authorities to make special efforts to strengthen the learning of languages at pre-school level, for instance through the medium of language nests, which seem to have given good results.

Source: ECRML (2001) 3
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